Study Planning Worksheet In-Res 1
This worksheet helps you to begin developing the story of your problem of practice and your future study. Simply put, a problem statement addresses “something that is going wrong” (Ellis & Levy, 2008, p.28) and serves as the center for your study.  
1. Complete the following prompts by giving the shortest answer that will fully explain what is required in each section. 
2. Every part of the study must be in alignment with all other parts. 

	Part 1: General Problem Description
	 Keep your responses focused and succinct yet address all important aspects of your problem. 

	The general problem is…
	Financial Literacy and the lack of in the African American Community and how it affects the acquisition of generational wealth.
Must have financial literacy to acquire and retain wealth 
Not lacking in the entrepreneurial knowledge or skills but we don’t have the necessary knowledge to build legit businesses
Find out who has been successful and why as well as the converse- those who started businesses and didn’t succeed

	Describe the specific target population who is impacted by this problem? (keep this narrow and specific. 
Include:
· Environment
· Age range (adult vs. children, grade level, etc.)
· Important characteristics, etc.
	African American
Income levels below $40,000 annually
All ages beginning at age 5 years old.
Small business owners in Albany

	Describe the environment or setting that this problem resides in. 
	African American Community, Business Owners, Bank Professionals, Business Mentors

	How is your target population impacted by this problem? Describe at least three negative consequences of this problem on this population.
	Unable to obtain wealth
Unable to use the systems in place because they are unknown
Income affects education directly which ultimately affects income

	Describe an area of research that could help inform your understanding of your target population?
	Financial, Education, Insurance, credit system, banking, investing, small business mentors, business professors

	Describe an area of research that could help inform your understanding of the general problem.
	Entrepreneurial endeavors that fail and why? 

	Describe another area of research that could help inform your understanding of the general problem. 
	Available working capital, proper licensing, investors.

	Those MOST interested in this study will be:
	African Americans that want to build generational wealth.
Community officials that want to bring more businesses to help the economy.

	Part 2: Clarifying the Problem 
	Complete the sentence:

	The purpose of this research is to learn more about…
	Financial literacy and getting it to the demographic chosen.

	The importance of this research is…
	To assist blacks with acquiring the necessary knowledge to be successful, obtain wealth, and create generational wealth and residual income.

	The literature seems to indicate…
	

	There may be a gap around (a gap indicates areas where additional research is needed)
	

	Focusing on this gap will address…
	

	This is a unique approach to the problem because
	

	The setting for this study includes
	

	Part 3: Data Access
	Answer the question:

	What data will you want to collect? 
	 

	Where is this data located? 
	

	How will you get this data?
	

	Part 4 -RESEARCH QUESTION(S) 
Note: Only have as many questions as you need to fill the GAP. Do not have questions just to have questions; this complicates the analyses and often leads to lack of alignment. 
· must be aligned with the research method and the research design
· must be aligned with the problem statement and the purpose of the study
· must state the relationship between the variables the study will explore
· must state the question(s) the study will attempt to answer with the data collected

	Describe the gap in the current body of knowledge based on your thorough research.
	

	Problem Statement
	

	Variables addressed in the study
	

	RQ1 - the question(s) the study will attempt to answer with the data collected
	

	RQ2 - the question(s) the study will attempt to answer with the data collected
	

	RQ3 - the question(s) the study will attempt to answer with the data collected
	



